Delaware Prosperity Partnership
Progress and Plans
Kurt Foreman on Choosing Delaware
You were appointed to your role in April
of 2018; Let’s begin by discussing some
of your impressions of Delaware.
As I travel through Delaware getting
to know the community, I continue to be
amazed, encouraged and inspired.
Delaware has a unique value proposition.
We are in a prime East Coast location,
we have diverse and talented workforce,
competitive tax structure, diverse lifestyle
choices and quality places and — perhaps
among the most important of all — we have
incredible access to decisionmakers. On any
given day, people can meet a local mayor,
a member of our Congressional delegation
and a start-up entrepreneur. And all these
individuals are equally committed to sharing,
listening, and helping. In my travels and
experience as a site selector and economic
development executive, this is a positive,
distinctive feature of Delaware.
One of the most gratifying things we get to do at Delaware Prosperity
Partnership is to shine a light on these qualities — and many more — that
make choosing Delaware the right choice for business who align with our
strengths.
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including Manufacturing and Logistics;
Food and Agriculture; Business & Financial
Services; Science and Technology and
Education and Healthcare.

What are some of DPP’s key
accomplishments to date?
It’s been a very productive and exciting
time for us. Sometimes I forget how “young”
we are. Our 501c(3) status was just approved
in December 2017. In the past year, we’ve
built a core team to support virtually every
aspect of our mission. And we’re already
seeing positive results.
So far, we have successfully announced nine
business deals with a range of industry sectors that is resulting in more than 1,500 jobs
including retaining 1,100 existing jobs and creating 400 new jobs. These nine announcements
also amount to $100 million in new investment, which we are very excited about.
The nine announcements include: ADESIS, Ashland, Colfax
Corporation, Decorticate USA Inc., DOT Foods; Eastern Industrial/PTM,
FMC Stine Haskell, Solenis and JustFoodForDogs.
We also have a robust list of prospects, and we look forward to talking
about future accomplishments.

For people who don’t yet know, can you explain the role of the DPP?
The DPP is a nonprofit tasked with leading the State of Delaware’s
economic development efforts to attract, grow and retain businesses; to
build a stronger entrepreneurial and innovation ecosystem; and to support
private employers in identifying, recruiting and developing talent in the
state of Delaware. Our name is intentionl: Delaware is our focus; advancing
prosperity is our goal and partnership is HOW we accomplish this. We work
closely with a host of partners statewide. We like to say that in Delaware
there is no wrong door for businesses to pursue their goals. All of us related
to economic development and prosperity work as a collective to support
businesses to stay and grow in Delaware AND to attract new business.

Are there particular sectors that you’re focused on growing?
Delaware has strategic and unique capabilities in several industry sectors
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What does the future hold for the DPP and for Delaware?
In 2019, we will continue the work of attracting and retaining
businesses; showcasing Delaware’s unique value proposition and we will
be implementing a strategy to support private employers with talent
development, which we know is a priority that impacts business retention
and growth. Also, we will be strengthening and expanding our global focus
and outreach – recruiting international companies to “chooseDE”. Our
operating plan is on our web site and we invite and encourage your readers
to check it out.
To find more information:
www.deprosperitypartnership.com
@choosedelaware
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