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Delaware Prosperity Partnership
BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE FOR ALL DELAWAREANS, ONE JOB AT A TIME
Since its creation in August
of 2017, Delaware Prosperity
Partnership has recruited a core staff led
by President & CEO Kurt Foreman and
now the statewide economic development team is laser-focused on building
a brighter future for Delawareans. The
four pillars of DPP’s mission include
growing and retaining businesses, supporting Delaware’s innovation ecosystem
and developing resources to support the
talent needs of employers in Delaware.
Based on research completed by TIP
Strategies, a nationally recognized firm
specializing in economic development,
Delaware’s core business sectors include
Food and Agriculture, Business and
Financial Services, Manufacturing and
Logistics, Science and Technology and
Education and Healthcare. “Delaware’s
enviable location, business-friendly culture and affordable cost of living make
it an ideal place for many businesses,
millennials and families and we are proactively working with companies and
start-ups eager to grow in Delaware.
“We are encouraged by the progress we
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are making in collaboration
with partners statewide.
Collaborating is essential to
success.”
Here’s a snap shot of
some recent successes.
Food: JustFoodForDogs
A California-based company JustFoodForDogs
(JFFD) is opening a pet
food kitchen in Delaware. As their name
says, the breakthrough company creates
fresh, whole-food for pets. They opened
their first dog kitchen eight years ago
in California and fast forward to today,
JustFoodForDogs has grown exponentially with more than 70 retail locations as
well as a robust online sales business.
“JustFoodForDogs continues on
a rapid growth trajectory as more
pet parents choose fresh, nutritious,
whole-food over kibble,” said Carey
Tischler, CEO of JustFoodForDogs. “Our
expansion across the country requires
an East Coast facility to support the
demand of our customers and we are
thrilled with everything
Delaware has to
offer. We are thankful
for the collaboration
from the Delaware
Prosperity Partnership
for making it so
attractive to do business
here.”
JFFD is investing $2M
in a 21,000-squareJustFoodForDogs
foot kitchen in New
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Castle County and plans to employ up
to 50 people with an estimated payroll
of $2.24M. The first Delaware kitchen
is expected to produce 30,000 pounds
of food daily to be distributed directto-consumer via online sales and JFFD
pantries throughout the United States.
Science & Technology:
Wilmington PharmaTech
Wilmington PharmaTech, a Contract
Research/Manufacturing Organization
with locations in Newark, Delaware and
Suzhou Jiangsu, China, is expanding.
They plan to hire up to 139 employees
almost tripling their current workforce as
well as invest $18M in a new research
and manufacturing facility at their 2309
Sunset Lake Road location.
“The DPP team worked closely with
Wilmington PharmaTech’s team to
understand their growth plans, assess
their readiness and then facilitate
engagement with the Division of
Small Business to develop an offer for
Strategic Fund grant support,” said Kurt
Foreman, DPP President and CEO.
Dr. Ke Li, director of operations at
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PharmaTech, said that DPP’s support
was “pivotal” to the process. “They really
communicated with the state and guided
us through the whole process,” he said.
“As a small company, our experience
dealing with the state government was
limited.”

Best Egg

Business & Financial Services:
Marlette Funding, LLC.
Marlette Funding, LLC, a leader in the
FinTech sector, is adding jobs in Delaware.
Marlette Funding, LLC, utilizes the
consumer-lending platform Best Egg, which
offers an award-winning online personal
loan platform. They plan to create 232 new
full-time jobs and make a $7.5M capital
investment in New Castle County.
“Delaware has been a great state
to grow our business, we expect to
grow and provide additional economic
benefits that will contribute to the overall
economic development efforts of the first
state,” said Jeffrey Meiler, CEO of Marlette
Funding, LLC.
The Delaware Prosperity Partnership
is actively working to attract, grow and
retain businesses. As of March 31, 2019,
this was the pipeline of active projects:
• 59 active projects
• 3,677 potential new jobs
• 1,336 potential retained jobs
• $180M potential capital investment
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Choose Central
Delaware Update
The Kent Economic
Partnership under the
leadership of Linda Parkowski
has exciting ventures underway!
The organization is on a mission
to get businesses to Choose
Central Delaware.
A new website will be launched,
this website offers businesses
seeking to come to Central
Delaware all the resources they
need to make their decision and
transition a smooth one. The new
site is streamlined and offers
information pertaining to Central
Delaware and why a business
should Choose Central Delaware.
The complete rebuild comes with
identified shovel ready sites.
Kent Economic Partnership
is also deploying the Business
Retention and Expansion
Program. This program will give
existing companies already
located in Central Delaware the
opportunity to inform the KEP
their present and future needs to
succeed. The goal is to help all
businesses in Central Delaware.
Marketing Central Delaware
is very important to the Kent
Economic Partnership and has
placed ads in selected publications. Choose Central Delaware
attended trade shows.
Putting Central Delaware on
the map is one of the missions of
the KEP, now trading as Choose
Central Delaware.
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