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The 184th Annual Dinner was an Annual Dinner like no other –
it was truly a one-of-a-kind gathering for Delaware’s business community.
The State Chamber is proud to have offered a way for the business community
to truly come together during a time when we must all remain physically distant.
Quite simply, the success of our signature event during a pandemic only
came to fruition with the support of our sponsors, speakers, attendees,
and distinguished guests for joining us for a memorable evening.
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Major General Michael R. Berry holds
the Marvel Cup with Major General
(Ret.) Francis D. Vavala and Delaware
National Guard leadership

“We know how meaningful this award is. It
comes from the community. It is about service to
the people. There is no one more deserving than
General Vavala. He’s not only been an incredible
leader to the Delaware National Guard, he’s been
a genuine friend to so many.”
— President Joe Biden and First Lady Dr. Jill Biden
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State Chamber’s Highest Honor Awarded to
Major General (Ret.) Francis D. Vavala
ESTABLISHED IN 1951, the Marvel

The General’s military service began in
1967, when he enlisted in the Delaware
Cup honors a Delawarean who has made
Army National Guard as a private. He
an outstanding contribution to the state,
was commissioned as a signal officer after
community, or society. The State Chamber’s
completing the Delaware Military Academy
highest honor is named in memory of the
Officer Candidate School in 1970.
Honorable Josiah Marvel, who reorganized and
Vavala was appointed by then-Governor
served as the first president of the State Chamber
Tom Carper and assumed duties as Delaware’s
in 1913. As a tradition, recipients of the Marvel
Adjutant General on February 1, 1999. He was
Cup are kept secret until the night of the dinner.
the highest-ranking member of the Delaware
“General Vavala embodies what it means to
National Guard, responsible for the mission
serve the state and nation. For more than 50
DSCC President Michael J. Quaranta with Major
readiness of all Delaware National Guard units
years, both in uniform and out, he has made
General (Ret.) Francis D. Vavala
for both federal and state missions.
a tremendous impact on our National Guard
General Vavala is the first Delaware National
and the State of Delaware,” said Major General
Guardsman to achieve four-star rank. He is also the longest-tenured
Michael R. Berry, Adjutant General of the Delaware National Guard. “He
normally is the one giving out the recognition and awards, so it’s only right Adjutant General in the country, serving three Delaware governors over an
18-year period.
he gets some recognition.”
“General Vavala is what one would call a servant leader – someone who
General Vavala is a born and raised Delawarean. He attended Salesianum
by his own words and actions has, time and again, led by example. He is
School and Wilmington University. Before his appointment as Adjutant
the very definition of public service,” said Michael J. Quaranta.
General, he was a marketing services supervisor for DuPont.

Dick DiSabatino Award Presented
to the Honorable Margaret Rose Henry
THE DICK DISABATINO AWARD, named for former DSCC Chairman Richard DiSabatino
Sr., was established in the mid-90s to recognize significant contributions to shape opinion and public
policy in the state of Delaware. The rarely given honor was last presented in 2019 to the Honorable Joseph
G. DiPinto, former state representative. Prior to that, the award was given in 2013 to John H. Taylor Jr.,
Executive Director of the Delaware Public Policy Institute (DPPI).
“She has made such contributions to our state in so many different ways and affecting so many different
populations,” said U.S. Representative Lisa Blunt Rochester of Henry, who is known for her extraordinary
commitment to public service with an emphasis on working to improve the lives of women, children,
families, and the elderly.
Senator Henry was the first African American woman to serve in the Delaware State Senate and was one
of only four women serving in the chamber at the time of her election in 1994. She served as Majority
Leader of the Senate Democratic Caucus and represented the 2nd Senatorial District.
Henry spent her professional career also working in the nonprofit sector. She served
in management roles with groups like Delaware Guidance Services, Girls Inc., Ingleside
Homes, YWCA, United Way of Delaware, and Delaware Technical Community College.
— Dr. Orlando George, Jr., president emeritus
This diverse background in public service gave her an intimate understanding of the
needs of the communities she served.
of Delaware Technical Community College

“She was a voice for all those who
had no voice.”
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Balancing the Need for a Healthy Community
with the Need for a
Healthy Economy
GOVERNOR JOHN CARNEY addressed the audience with a
message that Delaware needs both a healthy community and economy in
order to successfully rebuild.
During the pandemic, the State invested CARES Act funds into
programs to support Delaware families, workers, and small businesses
through these tough times:
• More than $200 million were used to provide unemployment
insurance benefits and prevent tax increases on businesses
• Small business received an additional $150 million in direct support
through DE Relief Grants and HELP loans
• $15 million was given to create Forward Delaware, which is providing
rapid retraining to more than 3,000 workers impacted by the pandemic
The State is also looking forward as Carney mentioned the First State
will host the PGA Tour’s 2022 BMW Championship. It is expected this
event will have a $30 million economic impact on Delaware. To learn more
about the championship and corporate sponsorship opportunities, visit:
https://bit.ly/3otP7Wk
Governor Carney concluded by emphasizing that the future for
Delawareans is bright, the vaccine has arrived and better days are ahead.

“We have a new General Assembly that
looks even more like the population it serves
and is focused on addressing that matter to
Delaware families. That’s good news for our
state.” — Governor John Carney

DSCC Welcomes New
Board Members in 2021
The Delaware State Chamber of Commerce is pleased to welcome
new members of its Board of Directors and Board of Governors.

DSCC President Michael J. Quaranta honored Marie Holliday
at Cover & Rossiter’s office in Wilmington

2020 Board Member
of the Year
EACH YEAR, a board member is recognized by Chamber staff as
Board Member of the Year. This year, Marie Holliday of Cover & Rossiter
was the honoree for her leadership, guidance and volunteer time towards
the Superstars in Business awards program.
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Members joining the Board of Directors are:
Nicholas A. Moriello, RHU, Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield Delaware
Marie Holliday, Cover & Rossiter
Natalie Keefer, Bank of America
The following business leaders were elected to the
State Chamber’s Board of Governors:
Bryan Fisher, Agilent Technologies
Mona Jantzi, Barclays US Consumer Bank
Jeffrey Joseph, PNC Bank
Michael A. Meoli, The Meoli Group
Mark Mumford, Nemours Children’s Health System
Dr. David Tam, Beebe Healthcare
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Keynote Speakers
ECONOMIC FORECASTING
with James E. Glassman
James E. Glassman, managing
director with JPMorgan Chase and
head economist for Chase Commercial
Banking, delivered a presentation
around the theme that challenges bring
opportunities. He highlighted two
fundamental workforce challenges:
• Innovation is happening at a rapid
rate: Times of great change and innovation
are disruptive to the workforce, particularly for older workers who lack the
ability to keep up through retraining. This accelerates the income divide.
• The challenge is around pay, not jobs: Glassman cited that there are 7
million unfilled jobs in the US because businesses struggle to find people
with the skills needed to fill them.
On the flip side, Glassman also explained the U.S. economy is
experiencing a major demographic shift with the retirement of baby
boomers. As these people exit the workforce, many job opportunities are
opening by people who have a lifetime of skills that weren’t learned in
college but over time on the job.
He concluded by recommending that we, as a nation and state, need to
help workers understand where the job opportunities are and help them
acquire the skills needed to fill those jobs. Ultimately these challenges bring
many opportunities for the workforce and U.S. economy. It is up to us to
take advantage of them.

DIVERSITY AND
INCLUSION
with U.S. Senator Cory Booker
“We are the most diverse nation on
this planet,” said U.S. Senator Cory
Booker in his keynote address. “We have
to recognize that everyone has value
and something to contribute. We must
become a nation that is committed to
getting all of our talent on the field.”
Senator Booker stressed that a diverse
workplace is not only the right thing to do but also the smart thing. He
also reminded attendees that we must hold ourselves accountable when
seeking diverse talent – “if you don’t measure it, you can’t manage it.”

“The best natural resource this country has
is human potential.” — U.S. Senator Cory Booker
DELAWARE BUSINESS
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REFLECTING ON THE
2020 PRESIDENTIAL
CAMPAIGN TRAIL
with Kristen Welker
In an interview with Katie Wilkinson,
chair of the State Chamber’s board of
directors, Kristen Welker shared her
perspective on covering Washington, the
Trump and Obama Administrations, and
now President Biden. Welker is co-anchor
of Weekend TODAY and White House
correspondent for NBC News. As a respected journalist and moderator of
the second presidential debate, she also shared how she prepared for the
debate and reflections on the 2020 presidential campaign trail.

“My goal as a journalist is to ask questions on
behalf of the American people. It is the job of
the press corps to hold whoever is in the Oval
Office to account – in words and actions.”
— Kristen Welker

THE NEW POLITICAL
LANDSCAPE
with William Kristol
2020 was a challenging year and it
ended with state and national elections.
The country also witnessed heightened
social and civil unrest, the first pandemic
in over one hundred years, and more.
William Kristol, founder and director
of Defending Democracy Together,
political analyst, and network television
commentator, explored how recent events are redefining our political
landscape and future and driving the Biden Administration’s agenda.

DSCC is a nonprofit 501(c)(6) organization. We are uniquely positioned
to bring parties together to solve problems. Our leadership helps create jobs,
promote business, and improve the quality of life for all Delawareans.
Monies from the Annual Dinner help to support and sustain that mission so
we can continue to serve as the unifying voice for business.
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THANK YOU TO OUR 184TH ANNUAL DINNER SPONSORS
Reception

Chairman

Leadership
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THANK YOU TO OUR 184TH ANNUAL DINNER SPONSORS
Ambassador

Advocate

DELAWARE

Small Business Leader
Armitage DeChene & Associates
Assurance Media, LLC
Belfint, Lyons & Shuman, CPAs
Carvertise
Chiropractic Services Network
Cornell Property Management Corp.
Cover & Rossiter
Delaware Cadillac, Delaware Subaru, & Kia of Wilmington
Delaware Prosperity Partnership
Diamond Technologies, Inc.
Easterseals Delaware & Maryland’s Eastern Shore, Inc.
FideliTrade, Incorporated

Fraunhofer USA, Center for Molecular Biology
Goodwill of Delaware and Delaware County, Inc.
Griswold Home Care
milliCare Floor & Textile Care
New Castle Insurance
O.A. Newton
Santora CPA Group
VanDemark & Lynch, Inc.
Weiner Benefits Group, LLC
Whisman Giordano & Associates, LLC
Wohlsen Construction Company
*Sponsors
*Sponsors as of 1/20/21
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