COMMITTEE SPOTLIGHT:

Environmental Committee
Members of the State Chamber’s
Environmental Committee met
in early March to discuss a series of
amendments proposed by DNREC to
the Brownfields Development Agreement
(BDA). The Delaware Brownfields statute was originally enacted in the early
1990s and was among the first statutes
of its kind in the country. The goal was
to promote the redevelopment of historically contaminated and abandoned sites,
which had a stigma of being difficult to
redevelop due to potential environmental
contamination and liability concerns. The
Brownfields statute protects developers
from being liable for existing environmental contamination at a site, and the
program does not require the brownfield’s
developers to perform a cleanup unless
or until they decided to proceed with
development activities at a site.
Since then, by all accounts the
program has been a tremendous
success. Various sites across the
state have benefited from the
program, including the University of
Delaware’s STAR Campus and many
of the riverfront development sites in
Wilmington.
After DNREC proposed amendments
to the BDA, the State Chamber
advocated against revisions in the
language of the agreement that would
impose greater liability on brownfields
developers than provided in the
original statute, potentially deterring
the development of abandoned sites.
The State Chamber’s recommendations
were taken into consideration and the
problematic revisions were altered.
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Ed “Porky” Oliver is the only Delawarean
to ever win this championship.

additional tourism opportunities.
This will be Delaware’s first PGA TOUR
event, and there are multiple opportunities
to watch the world’s best players take on
one of the country’s finest golf courses.
Ticket information will be available later in
the year, and more than 2,000 members
of the community will have a chance to
volunteer during championship week.
Corporate hospitality options offering a
unique way to experience the championship are already selling quickly. To learn
more, visit bmwchampionship.com/2022hospitality.
Just as in Oliver’s day, all proceeds
from the BMW Championship will benefit
the Evans Scholars Foundation and
its mission of awarding full tuition and
housing scholarships to youth caddies.
Since 2007, the BMW Championship has
raised more than $35 million for caddie
scholarships, helping send more than
3,000 caddies to college.
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This is good news for brownfields
developers because it continues the
liability protections contemplated by the
original brownfield’s legislation. It’s also
good news for economic development,
since the Brownfields program allows
redevelopment of abandoned and
underutilized sites around the state.
The Environmental Committee also
submitted comments on DNREC’s
proposal to increase Natural Minor
(Reg. 1102) permitting fees. The
proposal would increase costs on
smaller emitters like dry cleaners. While
the State Chamber is supportive of an
increase, the Chamber has concerns
about raising fees at this time. Several
local dry cleaners have been forced to
close or reduce their hours during the
COVID-19 pandemic because more
people are working from home and not
using their services. Similarly, other
industries reduced work schedules or
rolled back hours. The State Chamber
suggested delaying an increase until
2022 or beyond to support businesses
struggling to recover post-pandemic.
Want to join the conversation and
influence policy decisions that
help shape the future of Delaware?
Contact Tyler Micik at tmicik@
dscc.com or (302) 576-6590.
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