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The views expressed here are those of the 
presenters and do not necessarily reflect those 
of the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia or 

the Federal Reserve System.
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A Critical Moment for Our Economy:

Labor 
Market

COVID-19 
Recovery

Business 
disruptions

Labor 
shortage

Great 
resignation

Increasing 
Inequality
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LABOR FORCE 
PARTICIPATION

Nearly 2.3 million 
women left the 

workforce since the 
beginning of the 

pandemic.

CHILDCARE COSTS

20% of the median 
household income is 
spent on one child 

attending child care.

BUSINESS 
IMPACTS

Small businesses, 
including child care 

providers, are 
struggling to find 

workers in recovery.

Workforce Context

LABOR MARKET RECOVERY
While pressures on the Early Childhood Education sector existed long before 
the pandemic, the business closures and labor market that occurred as a 
result of COVID-19 further exacerbated a critical need.
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By leveraging the research produced by the Federal Reserve System 
and others, EGMP will convene Research in Actions Labs: catalytic 

partnerships among public, private and philanthropic stakeholders in the 
Third District that address specific issues of economic mobility.



8

NONCONFIDENTIAL // EXTERNAL

• The partnership launched between the Delaware State Chamber of 
Commerce, Rodel, and the Delaware Department of Education.

• Localized research including a PolicyMap data tool, market analysis, 
and interviews with small businesses and providers informed this work.

A Research in Action Lab is a 
PROCESS not a PRODUCT:
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Early Care is Vital to a 
Strong Regional 
Economy

• Research shows that investing in 
high-quality ECE can lead to higher 
economic returns for a region, 
particularly for LMI families 

• Two generational workforce 
strategy, allowing parents to fully 
participate in the economy, while 
preparing the region’s future 
workforce for success in school 
and better job opportunities 
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• The partnership launched the Delaware State Chamber of Commerce, 
Rodel, and the Delaware Department of Education.

• Localized research including a PolicyMap data tool, market analysis, 
and interviews with small businesses and providers informed this work.

• Cross-sector solutions are necessary next steps to work between 
business, government and non-profits to foster an inclusive recovery.

A Research in Action Lab is a 
PROCESS not a PRODUCT:



Upcoming DSCC Events

 Superstars in Education & Training Awards Ceremony
Monday, May 9th @ Wilmington University

4:45pm – 7:00pm

 Networking Breakfast
Wednesday, May 11th @ STAT International

7:30am – 9:00am

 Workplace Wellness Webinar
Tuesday, May 17th 

11:00am -12:00pm
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